into battle
nature of our civilisation* The architects of the American Con-
stitution were as careful as those who shaped the British Constitu-
tion, to guard against the whole life and fortunes, and all the laws
and freedom of the nation, being placed in the hands of a tyrant.
Checks and counter-checks in the body politic, large devolutions
of State government, instruments and processes of free debate,
frequent recurrence to first principles, the right of opposition to
the most powerful governments, and above all ceaseless vigilance,
have preserved, and will preserve, the broad characteristics of
British and American institutions. But in Germany, on a mountain
peak» there sits one man, who in a single day can release the world
from the fear which now oppresses it; or, in a single day can
plunge all that we have and are into a volcano of smoke and flame.
If Herr Hitler does not make war, there will be no war. No
one else is going to make war. Britain and France are determined
to shed no blood except in self-defence or in defence of their Allies.
No one has ever dreamed of attacking Germany. If Germany
desires to be reassured against attack by her neighbours, she has
only to say the word and we will give her the fullest guarantees in
accordance with the principles of the Covenant of the League.
We have said repeatedly we ask nothing for ourselves in the way
of security that we are not willing freely to share with the German
people. Therefore if war should come there can be no doubt upon
whose head the blood-guiltiness will fall. Thus lies the great issue
at this moment, and none can tell how it will be settled.
It is not, believe me, my American friends, from any ignoble
shrinking from pain and death that the British and French peoples
pray for peace, It is not because we have any doubts how a
struggle between Nazi Germany and the civilised world would
ultimately end, that we pray to-night and every night for peace.
But whether it be peace or war; peace with its broadening and
brightening prosperity, now within our reach; or war with its
measureless carnage and destruction, we must strive to frame some
system of human relations in the future, which will bring to an
end this prolonged hideous uncertainty, which will let the working
and creative forces of the world get on with their job, and which
will no longer leave the whole life of mankind dependent upon
the virtues, the caprice, or the wickedness of a single man.
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